Reagents and solvents (Sigma-Aldrich and Carlo Erba Reagenti) were of synthetic grade and used without further purification. Analytical TLC's were performed on Merck Silica Gel 60 F 254 aluminum support. 
Method B
A solution of NBS (29 mg, 162 µmol) in CHCl 3 (15 mL) was added dropwise to 3-NO 2 -ttcorrH 3 (50 mg, 81 µmol) dissolved in CHCl 3 (20 mL), for 1 h at room temperature. After the addition was completed, the mixture was stirred for further 30 min. The reaction was quenched with pyridine, the mixture was concentrated under reduced pressure to yield the crude product, which was then purified by silica gel chromatography, eluting with CH 2 Cl 2 /hexane (1:1). The green fraction was crystallized from CH 2 Cl 2 /hexane, obtaining green crystals of 2-Br-15-OH-17-NO 2 -ttisocorrH 2 (46 mg, yield: 80%).
Bromination of 3-NO 2 -5-OH-ttisocorH 2
3-NO 2 -5-OH-ttisocorH 2 . ttcorH 3 (1g, 1.7 mmol) and NaNO 2 (2.14 g, 0.17 mol) were dissolved in DMF (30 mL) and stirred at room temperature for 15 min. Chloranil (418 mg, 1.7 mmol) was added and stirring was continued for additional 15 min, checking the reaction progress by TLC (CH 2 Cl 2 /hexane 1:1) and UVvis spectroscopy. Hydrazine was then added to quench the excess chloranil, the crude mixture was precipitated with water and filtered under vacuum. The precipitate was dissolved with CHCl 3 , washed with water and dried over sodium sulfate. The product was evaporated under reduced pressure and purified by silica gel column chromatography using petroleum ether/CH 2 Cl 2 (1/1) as eluant (858 mg, yield: 80%). Anal. 
